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SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Curriculum, Standards, Instructional, and Student Services Board Advisory Committee 

Regular Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, February 7, 2018 

 
SJUSD 
3738 Walnut Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
(916) 971-7216 
 

Members Present: Edric Cane, Robyn Cox, Deanna Fernandes, Etta Sikich, Robert Thacker, Tamara 
Wahlquist 

Staff/Guest Present: Melissa Bassanelli, Sayed Mansoor, Sulaiman Isaqzoy, Roxanne Mitchell, 
Reham Nawar, Donna O’Neil, Kristan Schnepp 

Board Member Present: None 
Members Absent: Tory Crowder, Gary Elazier, Alysha Krumm Heatherly, Kimber Rice 
Call to Order/Introductions Edric Cane called the meeting to order with introduction at 6:29 p.m. 
Visitors Comments:  Roxann Higgins (Staff in EL department) – Expressed concern regarding 

attendance of our EL and refugees and the lack of transportation in the district 
to support the families.  
Tom Nelson- No Comment 
Royce Williams (Student, Rio Americano) – Shared information about chronic 
absenteeism in high school.  He shared that if staff would take a bigger interest 
in students and express concern when students aren’t in school it might help 
increase attendance.   

NEW BUSINESS 
Refugee Update: 

 The Director of the Office of Student Learning Assistance (OSLA), Roxanne Mitchell, provided the committee 
with an update on the refugee programs and services in SJUSD.  

 A refugee is a person who has been forced to flee their country because of persecution, war, or violence.  Some 
refugees hold a Special Immigrant Visa (SIV).  These individuals have worked with or supported the US military in 
their country with understanding the rule of law, engineering, construction, translation, etc.   

 There has been a substantial increase of refugees in SJUSD since 2014. The primary languages have made a shift 
with an increase in Arabic, Dari, Farsi, and Pashto.  The highest number of refugees are currently enrolled at 
Dyer-Kelly where 32.66% of their students are refugees.  

 Since 2014 SJUSD has added Bilingual Instructional Assistant (BIA) positions in Farsi, Pashto, Dari, and Arabic. 
These positions support teachers in the classroom at 32 schools.  In addition, BIAs support community outreach 
and help with the social transition for students and families.  

 In addition to BIAs, SJUSD has hired two School Community Resource Assistants and additional interpreters who 
are fluent in Farsi and Arabic.  They work with families to connect them with needed resources in the district as 
well as the community.  

 OSLA, in partnership with the Family and Community Engagement (FACE) department, provided a Welcome 
Orientation Workshops in home languages of the refugees during the summer of 2017.   

 The English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) is formed at school sites and the District English Learner 
Advisory Committee (DELAC) is formed district wide and are platforms used to support families. 

 The Saturday Academy provides skilled teachers, social workers, music teachers, BIAs, and student tutors to give 
instruction on six consecutive Saturdays.  During this time parents are offered classes in their home language 
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while students have a chance to work on their skills in many areas, and the Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
offers instructional activities to preschool students.  Howe Avenue Elementary offers Building Oral Language 
through Music every Friday to give students another way to practice their English.  In partnership with the public 
library, SJUSD offers Home Online Multimedia Education (HOME) for students and families to have access to 
technology in their home.  Students/families can also use the Chromebooks to access Rosetta Stone. 

 Since July 2017, SJUSD has provided support to 1,160 families.  An extensive list of resources in the district and 
in our community is available to support undocumented and immigrant students. 

 Funding is provided by a federal Refugee School Impact Grant (RSIG), Title I, Title III, and LCAP.  Also, the district 
is applying for the California Newcomer Educational and Well Being Project grant.  

 Refugees are provided support by resettlement agencies for 90 days once entering the country, and after that 
they will be on their own.  Many of the refugees experience trauma from the transition, and SJUSD provides 
specialists who help bridge to community based organizations and district supports.  

 The Saturday Academy is a program provided only for refugee families and the HOME program is for newcomer 
families. 

 Some schools experience a larger population of refugee students because families want their children near 
where they live and want siblings attending the same schools. 

 Families can remain in refugee status for five years - after that they are eligible to apply for citizenship.  
 SJUSD partners with the Sacramento Public Library and collaborates with Sacramento City Unified School 

District. Students from San Juan and Encina High school work at the Saturday Academy to support students and 
families.  

 
Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Mid-Year Update: 

 Associate Superintendent, Schools and Student Support, Donna O’Neil Ed.D, provided the committee with an 
LCAP Mid-Year Update. This is not a requirement of the state, but SJUSD has been doing this for several years as 
a way to check what is working and what hasn’t, what we need to add, need to fix, or need to stop.   

 SJUSD’s official count for targeted students is 55.6%.  This 3.4% increase from last year is in part is due to the 
push on families to complete the free and reduced lunch forms.  The forms do not only allow students the ability 
to have meals provided free or at a reduced price but is a resource that can be used to provide families in need 
with other resources. Our homeless student population grew by 423 students which was the biggest increase. 
Also identified is, 83% of our African American students fall into one of the other targeted student groups of low 
income, English learner, or foster youth.   

 Forty-nine of the SJUSD 64 schools (77%) are either a high density (Title I) or medium density (40% of the 
students are from one of the targeted groups and not Title I).   

 The LCAP has two goals.  One is to support student achievement and the other to support the students’ social 
and emotional needs.  The state allows districts to write the plan the best way it will work for them.  However, 
the district must make progress in eight areas that cover basic services, access and school climate and 
achievement.  To make progress in these areas SJUSD has specific focus areas which outline the work needed to 
meet the unique needs of our students.  

 School sites are asked to provide an overview of the LCAP at one of their parent meetings during the year.  
 SJUSD is partnering with Equal Opportunity Schools (EOS) to ensure that access is available to all students. They 

look at student score and if appropriate inquire to see if the student was provided information and 
opportunities to enroll in advanced programs.  Enrollment this year has met targets in all targeted student 
groups except for foster youth.  

 SJUSD provides a health van to Title I schools that provide immunizations free of charge.  Dental and vision 
screening is available with follow-up services if needed.  SJUSD has established partnerships with community 
organizations to provide needed services to students and families.  This year SJUSD is piloting transportation 
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services for homeless students to four school sites.  So far the data is indicating an increase in attendance for 
homeless students.  However, there is still a chronic absence concern with some of our targeted student groups. 
In addition to attendance incentives programs, schools will work with families to communicate the importance 
of consistent attendance.  

 Professional learning for core instruction, conferences, System of Professional Growth, extra school site support 
are some of the ways we are working to strengthening students’ academic outcome. 

 The feedback on what individuals would like to see in the LCAP include: 
o Direct services to students 
o Ensure full access for students with disabilities 
o Continued academic and social/emotional supports 
o Start supports with primary students 
o Communicate clearly and often in a variety of ways 
o Students would like to have more positive relationships among students and between students and staff 
o Students would like more opportunities for relevant learning experience 
o Students believe college-career readiness needs to be promoted to with younger students.  

 The committee discussed chronic absences and suggested that working more closely with families of elementary 
students might improve attendance behavior in the future.  Kindergarten attendance is not mandated in 
California, therefore families do not see the importance in regular attendance.  EL families may have several 
children attending many different schools and it is difficult for them to get all of the children to school on time.   

 Discussion was held on the K-2 reading data.  SJUSD has developed targets for our local outcomes - we are not 
seeing other districts develop these thresholds.  

 
Approval of Minutes: 

 A motion to approve the January 7, 2018, minutes was made by Tamara Wahlquist, seconded by Robyn Cox. 
Motion carried (5 Ayes, 0 opposed, 1 abstention). 

 
Chairperson’s Comments/Committee Business: 

 Edric – Asked if the committee could receive a report on the Mira Loma IM 1 listening circle held with staff and 
students.    

 
Reports to be Heard: 

 Board Member:  None 
 Staff Member:   

o Integrated math continues to be a concern and meetings are taking place with teaching staff and 
department chairs to developed ways to improve student outcomes. 

o Elementary/K-8 principals met for their monthly meeting with a focus on ELD.  Teachers are finding it 
difficult to get through the ELA/ELD, Benchmark Advanced and Amplify text as it is very dense.  Interest 
was expressed on creating common assessments at the elementary/K-8 level.   

 Others:  
o It is positive to see the district taking a lesson from the AVID program that has had success for so long. It 

is important to encourage qualified students to a least try one AP course. It is proven that most students 
who have taken AP courses continue on to college with greater success.   

 
Future Agenda Items: 

1. March 
a. High school Course of Study (A)  
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b. Instructional Materials Adoption (A) 
2. April 

a. Comprehensive Sexual Health 5th Grade Adoption (A) 
b. Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Implementation (I) –D. O’Neil 

3. May 
a. Board Policy Advanced Leaning (A) 
b. Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) Update (I) 
c. Math Implementation Update (I) 
d. Early Literacy (I) 

4. June 
a. Year Reflection and Celebration 
b. Election of New Chair and Assistant Chair 

5. Committee Requests 
a. SPG Update 
b. Special education Discussion  

 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by Edric at 8:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Stacey Packard 
Committee Secretary  


